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One of The West’s Greatest Gunfights: 

BUThe Gunfight at Blazer’s Mill 

 
 
 

Next Shoot:  
September 4 

Next	Scheduled	Shoot:	July	3rd	 

 
 

Last Local Big Shoots of the Summer: 
 
Scioto Territory Desperados 
Come join us on August 29th for our Memorial Shoot. We will be having a dedication ceremony of our stages 
before the shoot. Hope you can join us and the families of Blackjack Beason, Pickaway Tracker, and Col 
McNally. 
 
**September 10 - 12 Sandusky County Regulators 
The Shootout at Stoney Bottom  
http://www.ourcowboys.org/2021_Shootout_at_Stoney_Bottom_Regis 
tration_form.pdf  
 

**October 1 - 3 The Tusco Long Riders 

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE TUSCO LONG RIDERS 
“The Shooting Makes It Fun, the People Make It Special” 

 
August 2021                                                   Writer/Editor: Prairie Dawg 
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High Noon at Tusco  
https://www.tuscolongriders.com/high-noon 
 

 
 

 
August Monthly Shoot Results: 

 
Tusco Long Riders August 7, 2021 Monthly Shoot 
 
Cheyenne Culpepper   Gunfighter   116.68 
Hooligan Howes    Gunfighter   120.98  CLEAN! 
Buckaroo Bubba    Duelist   138.16 
Stone Creek Drifter   Pale Rider Gunfighter  139.0 
John Barleycorn    Gunfighter   146.75 
One More Woody   49er    148.32 
Laramie Leadslinger   SS Gunfighter  151.51  CLEAN! 
Sixgun Seamus    Classic Cowboy  152.68 
Life-R     Josey Wales  153.95 
Cheatin Charlie    Duelist   157.50 
N.A. Custer    Senior Gunfighter  161.35 
R.S. Dancer    SS Gunfighter   162.27 
John Lee     ES Duelist    168.73 
Rye Miles     Senior Duelist  172.23 
One Eye Jack    49er    172.70 
Harold Doc Adams   49er    175.06  CLEAN! 
Moosetracks    Senior Duelist  175.13 
Cayenne Kay    Classic Cowgirl   176.23  CLEAN! 
Willie Goodnews    FC Traditional  180.26 
La Porte Lefty    Duelist   181.09 
Bobtown Cooter    Silver Senior  182.35 
Turkey Flat's Jack   Gunfighter   183.53 
Thunder Creek Kid   Pale Rider   184.37 
Thaddeus Jones    Senior   194.08 
Marshal Coal Run Willey  Elder Statesman   195.70 
Jesse Duke     Classic Cowboy   197.92 
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Cardiac Kate    Lady 49er   216.21 
Ani Two Feathers   Lady Senior  216.65 
Angie Oakley    Lady Gunfighter  222.70 
Duke Hunter    49er    223.54 CLEAN! 
Muleskinner    Senior Gunfighter  235.48 
Swiftwater Jack    J.W. Cattle Baron 236.65 
I.V. Woody    Lady 49er   238.23 
Crazy Kickeye    Cowboy    242.65 
Coffinmaker    FC Gunfighter   255.07  CLEAN! 
Prairie Dawg    FC Duelist   256.19 
Short Gun Shorty   Cattle Baron   293.72  CLEAN! 
Flint N. Steele    Senior   DNF 
Uneasy Rider    Silver Senior  DNF 
 

Cowboy Flea Market 
 
I have an estate sale collection of reloading items that I will have at High Noon.   
It includes Dillon reloading machines:   
Square Deal B in 45ACP 
Two Dillon 550B loaders with case feeders and strong mounts -- One in 38/357 and 
one in 45 Colt 
A Dillon SL900 shotshell loader with case feeder in 12 ga.  
Also other Dillon reloading die sets and accessories.   
Various Mec and Lee shotshell loaders.   
Various single stage presses.   
Several other die sets.   
Trailboss and Promo powder and lots more stuff.   
Sorry….No primers.  L  
See ya’all at High Noon and thanks!! 

Doc Adams 
Appalachian Bullet Co. 
************************ 
I still have lots of Cowboy and shooting stuff to sell. 
An Amish-made hardwood traditional gun cart -- Used, but in excellent condition -- $100 
A Six-gun cart that folds down to fit in a hatchback.  Designed & built by an engineer -- $100 
Two Lyman dry media tumblers @ $30 each, & two RCBS Media separators @ $25 each 
C & H Mercury Recoil Reducer -- Fits inside the stock of your Stoeger Shotgun -- $20 
Dawg   AKA Lou Polsinelli LPOLSI@yahoo.com or 216-334-9749 
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Prairie Dawg's Old West Chronicles 
A Compendium of Useful Information 

The Gunfight at Blazer's Mill -- April 4, 1878 
One of the most remarkable gunfights that ever took place in the Old West 
pitted one man against eight skilled gunslingers, in what would become the 

frontier legend of the Battle of Blazer’s Mill. 
 

The Gunfight at Blazer's Mill was a shootout between what were known as the Lincoln County 
Regulators and buffalo hunter Buckshot Roberts.  The Regulators who were led by Richard 
"Dick" Brewer, and included Billy the Kid and Charlie Bowdre, and were in the process of 
hunting down anyone believed to have been associated with the murder of John Tunstall, which 
had sparked the Lincoln County War.  Roberts had been implicated in crimes associated with 
the "Murphy-Dolan" faction.   But most historians believe that he wanted nothing to do with the 
ongoing range war. 
 

Blazer's Mills is located on a hill in an 
isolated area between the towns of 
Lincoln and La Mesilla, making it a 
frequent stopping place for travelers 
going from one of these towns to the 
other.  
It was owned by a former dentist, 
Doctor Joseph H. Blazer, and was 
made up of a large, two-story house,  
a large four-square office building,  
a sawmill (powered by the Tularosa 
Creek that runs through the 
settlement), a gristmill, several one-
story adobe structures, a small general   

store, a post office, and several corrals and barns. The two-story house and the office building 
are both located at the very top of the hill, with all the other scattered buildings located 
downhill.  The nearby Mescalero-Apache Reservation Agency had leased the large office 
building from Blazer so that the Indian agent, Frederick Godfroy, his wife and children could 
live there, and so Godfroy himself could conduct official Agency related business.  Blazer 
himself also still held an office in the building.  Due to the fact that travelers arrived at the Mills 
nearly every day, Mrs. Godfroy had made a little restaurant in one of the rooms of the office 
building, and it had quickly become well-known in the area for serving good meals. 
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It had been three days since six of the Regulators assassinated Sheriff William Brady and his 
deputy, George Hindman, in Lincoln's only street.  Ever since that time, they had been laying 
low, hiding in the mountains on the western side of the county.  But on this day, they decided to 
venture out of hiding and get a decent meal at Mrs. Godfroy's restaurant at the Mills.  It's 
possible they were going to the Mills for some ulterior motive as well, namely, to assassinate 
Judge Warren Bristol and D. A. William Rynerson, who were both on their way up to Lincoln 
from La Mesilla, and were members of the Santa Fe Ring and known Dolan associates.  This 
seems unlikely though, since Dick Brewer is leading the Regulators this time, and he was very 
much against the assassination of Brady, so it's doubtful that he would have wanted to 
assassinate a lawyer and a judge. A more realistic possibility, is that after eating their meal, the 
Regulators planned to search the surrounding hills for other Dolan men for whom they hold 
warrants, namely Dolly Graham (AKA: George Davis) and/or George Kitt. 
 

The Regulators known to be present that day included Brewer, Bowdre, William McCarty (aka 
Billy the Kid), Doc Scurlock, Frank McNab, George Coe, Frank Coe, John Middleton, Jim 
French, Henry Newton Brown, Fred Waite, and several lesser-known others. 
 

Buckshot Roberts wanted no part in the Lincoln County War, and had made plans to leave the 
area, selling his ranch, and waiting for the check from his buyer.  On the day in question, 
Roberts rode his mule into Blazer’s Mills, a sawmill and trading post located on the Rio 
Tularosa.  Looking to collect his check, he was shocked to discover that the entire upper 
echelon of the Regulators was eating lunch in a nearby building. They had left the area around 
Lincoln, New Mexico after killing Sheriff Brady three days earlier.  One of them, Frank Coe, 
sat with Roberts on the steps of the main house, and tried to talk him into surrendering.  The old 
gunman refused, believing he would be killed by the vengeful cowboys.  
 

Regulator chief Dick Brewer grew impatient with the stand-off, and sent a few of his men 
outside to take Roberts into custody.  At the sight of the armed, quickly walking cowboys, 
Roberts jumped up, aiming his Winchester.  Both he and Charlie Bowdre fired at the same time. 
Roberts was struck in the stomach, while his shot hit Bowdre’s belt buckle, severing his gun 
belt, and knocking the wind from him.  Dangerously wounded, Roberts kept pumping bullets at 
the Regulators as he retreated to the doorway.  John Middleton was seriously wounded in the 
chest.  One slug grazed Doc Scurlock, and another struck George Coe in the right hand, costing 
him his trigger finger.  Once Roberts' rifle clicked empty, Billy the Kid dashed from cover to 
finish off the wounded gunman, only to be knocked senseless by the barrel of the Winchester. 
 

Barricading himself in the house, Buckshot Roberts ignored both his painful wound and the 
Regulators’ gunshots, armed himself with a single-shot .50-70 Government Springfield rifle 
belonging to Blazer, and readied himself for a fresh onslaught.  Stunned by the turn of events, 
the Regulators tended to their wounded, and tried to get Roberts to come out. Frustrated that 
none of his men dared to approach the fortified adversary, Brewer circled around the main 
house, and took cover behind some stacked logs, and opened fire on the room where the 
wounded man was lying prone on a mattress in front of the barricaded doorway.  Roberts, 
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seeing the cloud of gun smoke from the log pile, opened fire when Brewer put his head up 
again, striking the cowboy in the eye.  
 

Demoralized by the lone gunman, the rest of the Regulators got on their horses and left.  Still 
armed, Roberts remained in the building until finally a few of the locals, waving a white flag 
approached with a doctor.  Though the doctor tended to his wound, there was little he could do, 
and Roberts suffered in agony for another 36 hours before he finally died the next day.  He and 
Dick Brewer were buried side by side at the small Blazer Cemetery in Mescalero, New Mexico. 
 

Later, when Billy the Kid was asked about the gunfight, he responded: “Yes sir, he licked our 
crowd to a finish.”  
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Contact Information 
Tusco Long Riders 

2132 Midvale Mine Rd SE 
Dennison, OH 44621-9019 

http://www.tuscolongriders.com 
 

Tusco Officers: 
 

President - Buckaroo Bubba aka Dan Ranker 
Email: pittfandwr@aol.com 

Phone: 330-348-5637 
 

Vice President - Prarie Dawg aka Lou Polsinelli 
Email: lpolsi@yahoo.com 

Phone: 216-334-9749 
 

Territorial Governor - Stone Creek Drifter aka 
Achim Obenyer 

Email: stonecreekdrifter@gmail.com 
Phone: 330-432-1177 

 
Secretary - Baby Doll Blue aka Kristina Hall 

Email: kristinahall77@outlook.com 
Phone: 740-255-2853 

 
Treasurer - Angie Oakley aka Angie Haun 

Email: angelahaun@gmail.com 
Phone: 330-209-4500 

 
Match Director - Muleskinner aka Mike Legg 

Phone: 740-922-1290 
 

Club Sheriff - Split Rail aka Tim Watson 
Phone: 330-364-6185 

 
Club Deputy - Sixgun Seamus aka Ken Flanagan 

Email: sixgunseamus@gmail.com 
Phone: 330-904-5166 

 
Club Deputy - Dewey Shootem aka David Keeler 

Email: deweyshootem@windstream.net 
Phone: 440-752-9336 

Supporting Clubs: 
 

Big Irons 
Middletown, Ohio 
www.bigirons.com 

 
Blackhand Raiders 

Nashpost, Ohio 
www.blackhandraiders.com/home.html 

 
Brown Township Regulators 

Malvern, Ohio 
www.browntownshipregulators.com 

 
Firelands Peacemakers 

Rochester, Ohio 
www.firelandspeacemakers.com 

 
Greene County Cowboys 

Xenia, Ohio 
https://www.greenecountycowboys.com/ 

 
Henderson Wild Justice League 

Williamstown, WV 
http://hendersonwilds.com/ 

 
Logan’s Ferry Regulators 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

www.logansferrysportsmens.com 
 

Miami Valley Cowboys 
Piqua, Ohio 

www.miamivalleycowboys.org/ 
 

Ohio Valley Vigilantes 
Mount Vernon, Ohio 
www.ohiovv.com/ 

 
Sandusky County Regulators 

Gibsonburg, Ohio 
http://www.ourcowboys.org/ 

 
Scioto Territory Desperados 

Marengo, Ohio 
www.sciotodesperados.com 

 
Shenango River Rats 

Masury, Ohio 
https://www.brookfieldtri-

districtconservationclub.com/ 
 

Wild West Point 
West Point, Ohio 
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Six Stages

We shoot six stages at Tusco. A few 
people have told us that they drive a 
good distance to shoot at Tusco and 

would like to shoot as much as possible. 
Obviously we only have room for five 

shooting bays. So what we do is shoot the 
first stage you start on twice. Consider it a 

warm up stage. Only five stages will be 
scored. You can take your best time on 

your first stage. If you don’t want to 
shoot it twice you do not have to. This 
would provide more shooting for our 

shooters.

New SASS Magazine
With the new release of the SASS 

Quarterly Cowboy Chronicle, I once 
again would like to start collecting any 
unwanted issues of the magazine. We 

will use these for our promotional events, 
like our Tusco Long Riders’ Day at 

Kames Sports. Please either black out or 
cut off your name and address or I will 
do it before they are passed out. Thank 

you!

Facebook Page
When you make a post about Tusco or 

share pictures on Facebook, include 
#TuscoLongRiders. Let everyone see 

what we are all about.

NEWS & NOTES 

New Shooters Shoot for Free at Tusco 
The Tusco Long Riders will be offering 
FREE SHOOTS to ALL FIRST TIME 

SHOOTERS AT TUSCO. This is 
ONLY for a shooter’s first ever shoot at 

Tusco. (*this is only for monthly matches, 
excluding High Noon 3-day Shoot in 

October, and the Charity Shoot in 
November.) 

 

Cowboy Swap Meet at Monthly Shoots 
As a reminder, feel free to bring your old 
Cowboy Gear, Guns and Equipment to 
sell at our monthly shoots. It’s a good 

opportunity to sell some of your 
unwanted stuff to your fellow shooters. 

Your items are your responsibility. 
 

Pre-Paid Shoots 
Looking for that perfect Gift for your 

Cowboy Friends and Family? How about 
a Pre-paid Shoot to a Tusco Monthly 

Match. They cost $10.00 each at a shoot 
or they can be mailed for $10.50. Contact 
Buckaroo Bubba at pittfandwr@aol.com 

or 330-348-5637 if you would like to 
purchase them. 

 

Help Wanted at Tusco 
If you are available to help set up target 
stands/props before our shoots it would 

be greatly appreciated.   
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PATRIOT CASTING 
" BULLETS OF THE CHAMPIONS" 

STATE           REGIONAL          
NATIONAL 

LIFE-R SASS# 44051    614-736-1077 
3400 BRUCETON AVE. COLUMBUS, 

OHIO 43232 
lifermike@gmail.com 

 


